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July 13 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the International Convention for the 
Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism 
July 12, 2007 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and 

consent to ratification the International 
Convention for the Suppression of Acts of 
Nuclear Terrorism (the ‘‘Convention’’), 
adopted by the United Nations General As-
sembly on April 13, 2005, and signed on 
behalf of the United States of America on 
September 14, 2005. As of July 3, 2007, 
115 countries have signed the Convention 
and 23 have submitted their instruments 
of ratification or accession. The Convention 
entered into force on July 7, 2007. I also 
transmit for the information of the Senate 
a report of the Department of State with 
respect to the Convention. 

The Convention imposes binding legal 
obligations upon States Parties either to 
submit for prosecution or to extradite any 
person within their jurisdiction who com-
mits terrorist acts involving radioactive ma-
terial or a nuclear device as set forth in 
Article 2 of the Convention, threatens or 
attempts to commit such an act, partici-
pates as an accomplice, organizes or directs 
others to commit such an offense, or in 
any other way contributes to the commis-
sion of such an offense by a group of per-
sons acting with a common purpose, re-

gardless of where the alleged act took 
place.

States Parties to the Convention will also 
be obligated to provide one another legal 
assistance in investigations or criminal or 
extradition proceedings brought in respect 
of the offenses set forth in Article 2, in 
conformity with any treaties or other ar-
rangements that may exist between them 
or in accordance with their national law. 
The recommended legislation necessary to 
implement the Convention will be sub-
mitted to the Congress separately. 

This Convention is important in the cam-
paign against international terrorism. I rec-
ommend, therefore, that the Senate give 
early and favorable consideration to this 
Convention, subject to the understandings 
and reservation that are described in the 
accompanying State Department report. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 
July 12, 2007 

NOTE: This item was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on July 13. An original 
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this message. 

Remarks Following a Briefing By Provincial Reconstruction Team Leaders 
and Brigade Combat Commanders 
July 13, 2007 

As part of our strategy to succeed in 
Iraq, I not only reinforced our military ef-
forts with more troops, we also surged civil-
ians to work with our military to help the 
reconciliation efforts in a country that is 
still recovering from the tyranny of Saddam 
Hussein.

And today my Security Council here had 
a opportunity not only to speak with our 
Ambassador in Iraq but also five members 
of Provincial Reconstruction Teams, three 
civilians and two military—colonels. They 
have briefed us on the grassroots effort to 
improve services, to improve the economy, 
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to encourage local government, all aiming 
at enhancing this concept of reconciliation 
from the bottom up. 

We heard from the PRT leader in Anbar. 
I had the honor of speaking to him months 
ago, and now he has briefed us on the 
progress that he has seen. Listen, there is 
still a lot of work to be done. But these 
people at the grassroots understand that 
most Iraqis want to live in peace and that, 
with time, we’ll be able to help them real-
ize that dream. 

And so I want to thank you once again 
for your outstanding service to our Nation 
in the cause of peace. What happens in 
Iraq matters to the United States of Amer-
ica. A violent, chaotic Iraq will affect our 

security at home. An Iraq that can self- 
govern, provide basic services to its people, 
and be an ally in the war on terror will 
mean that all of us have accepted a great 
challenge and laid a foundation of peace 
for our children and grandchildren. 

And so thank you for your service. I ap-
preciate your—I want to thank your fami-
lies who are supporting you in this just 
and noble cause. And may God bless you 
all. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to U.S. Ambassador 
to Iraq Ryan C. Crocker. 

The President’s Radio Address 
July 14, 2007 

Good morning. This week, my adminis-
tration submitted to Congress an interim 
report on the situation in Iraq. This report 
provides an initial assessment of how the 
Iraqi Government is doing in meeting the 
18 benchmarks that Congress asked us to 
measure. This is a preliminary report. In 
September, General Petraeus and Ambas-
sador Crocker will return to Washington 
to provide a more comprehensive assess-
ment.

The interim report released this week 
finds that the Iraqis have made satisfactory 
progress in eight areas, such as providing 
the three brigades they promised for the 
surge, establishing joint security stations in 
Baghdad neighborhoods, and providing $10 
billion of their own money for reconstruc-
tion. In eight other areas, the progress was 
unsatisfactory, such as failing to prepare for 
local elections or pass a law to share oil 
revenues. In two remaining areas, the 
progress was too unclear to be character-
ized one way or the other. 

Those who believe that the battle in Iraq 
is lost are pointing to the unsatisfactory 
performance on some of the political 
benchmarks. Those of us who believe the 
battle in Iraq can and must be won see 
the satisfactory performance on several of 
the security benchmarks as a cause for opti-
mism. Our strategy is built on the premise 
that progress on security will pave the way 
for political progress. This report shows 
that conditions can change, progress can 
be made, and the fight in Iraq can be won. 

The strategy we are now pursuing is 
markedly different from the one we were 
following last year. It became clear that 
our approach in Iraq was not working. So 
I consulted my national security team, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and military com-
manders and diplomats on the ground. I 
brought in outside experts to hear their 
ideas. And after listening to this advice, in 
January, I announced a new way forward: 
sending reinforcements to help the Iraqis 
protect their people, improve their security 
forces, and advance the difficult process of 
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